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Dear Sir,
The state of West Bengal is reeling under the worst ever cyclone in the past 237 years. On 20 th
May, the Super Cyclone “Amphan” struck the Sundarbans in the district of South 24 Parganas.
Then “Amphan” devastated four districts and passed over five more districts in its way, causing
further losses. The gust winds struck at 185 kmph, caused heavy downpour in the entire state,
and practically halted civil life. Many lives have been lost, and the fall-out of the devastation will
claim many more.
We are thankful for your visit on 22 May. You have witnessed the situation with your own eyes
and have seen how the life and livelihood of a few crores of people in the state are in a state of
ruin. Additionally, this cyclone contributed the heaviest rainfall in history for the month of May in
the state. According to IMD the rainfall was around 300 mm. Many dams, bridges, electric
extension lines, telephone towers, drinking water supply systems are destroyed in the affected districts.
Entire South and North 24 Parganas have been flooded very badly. Kolkata and Howrah districts were
also partially flooded. Since 20th May, lakhs of people are without food, drinking water, shelter and
electricity. People don’t know how to survive in this situation and for how many days this situation will
continue.
Agriculture is very badly effected and there will be no crop this season. In many parts of North and
South 24 Parganas and East Midnapur districts, salty sea water flooded crop lands, making agriculture
impossible in the coming years also. The repeated devastation by cyclones like “Aila”, “Phani” and now
“Amphan” has made the life of common people very difficult. Lakhs of people have already lost their
means of subsistence due to the lock-down. Now the devastation caused by the super-cyclone has
multiplied their misery. Immediate help needs to be provided to the deeply distressed people.
Initial estimate of the loss is around one Lakh crore and is rising as experts take stock of different
aspects of the loss. So a paltry amount of one thousand crore will do nothing for this size of disaster.
Situation like this can be handled only if you declare this as “National Disaster” and allocate at least one
Lakh crore.
Hope your office will do the needful to declare this situation as “National Disaster” and will extend all
help to the people of Bengal in this hour of great crisis.

Warm Regards
Prof. Amitabha Datta

Prof Nilesh Maiti

