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We, the undersigned members of the international scientific community, strongly
condemn the Israeli state's continuing genocidal attacks on Palestinians, who are
indigenous to Palestine. For generations, the Palestinians have been forced to live in
subjugation and unequal treatment in an apartheid regime [1,2,3]. We recognize this
gross human-rights violation as the root cause of the ongoing war on Gaza, which has
already resulted in a horrendous number of casualties, among whom nearly half are
children [4]. We mourn all violent deaths, and deplore atrocities against all
non-combatants of any ethnicity and nationality, including the attacks on October 7
against Israeli non-combatants and foreign nationals. However, this violence occurred in
the context of decades of Israel’s apartheid policies and its inhumane siege of Gaza.
We condemn Israel’s actions that include the indiscriminate bombing of civilian areas of
Gaza, the cutting off of electricity, fuel, water, and medical supplies, the destruction of
hospitals, schools, universities and refugee camps in Gaza, and both Israeli state and
settler violence against Palestinians. These acts are war crimes, crimes against
humanity, ethnic cleansing, and genocide as defined by the Genocide Convention and
the International Criminal Court [5,6,7].

As scientists, we are deeply concerned about the increasing weaponization of science
and technology, with a devastating effect on humanity. There is a relentless rise in the
funding of scientific and technological research for militaristic ends. The
military-industrial complex underpins the economies of many nations [8], driving a
vicious cycle of increasing military budgets, profits of arms manufacturers, and arms
trade, with little accountability or benefit to public society [9,10]. Global arms sales have
driven the militarization of societies, the normalization of war, and the expansion of
armed conflicts. Constant warfare is being waged in different parts of the globe, with the
instigation of nations that enable these crimes against humanity, either due to their
direct or indirect involvement, or from their marketing of sophisticated arms,
ammunition, and other weapons of destruction. The genocide in Gaza risks an
expansion of hostilities—between heavily armed actors—into a regional or world war. In
this context of escalation of global warfare and increasingly brazen massacres, we
strongly oppose the weaponization of scientific and technological research. We appeal
to scientists of all countries to raise their voices against wars and the destruction of
humanity.



We call for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza [11], for Palestinians to be
treated with equal human rights as all people, and for international support for the rebuilding
of Gaza. We call for academic and science related boycotts as well as other peaceful
actions in line with calls from Palestinian scientists and anti-apartheid Israel organizations.
These measures are needed to press for an end to the occupation and an end to apartheid.
We affirm Palestinians’ right to resist oppression, their right to return to their homeland, and
we call for a lasting political solution for both Israelis and Palestinians to live together
peacefully side by side in dignity, with equal rights. Only then can lasting peace be achieved
for Palestinians, Israelis, and all peoples living in the region and, by extension, the world at
large.

Finally, we commit to support our Palestinian colleagues and students, who remain
steadfast in building scientific research and education in Palestine and abroad under
incredibly hard conditions. We believe that science and scientists have a key role to play in
delivering freedom for all, today and in a free Palestine of the future.
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